	
	  



Fundamental Research Questionnaire
	Project Name: 
Principal Investigator (PI)/Department:  
Project KFS#:

Provide a brief, non-technical description of the research project: 






Instructions for Principal Investigator: The following questionnaire will be used to determine whether your research project qualifies as fundamental research and whether any access restrictions are necessary in order to comply with export control laws and regulations. As Principal Investigator, you are responsible for providing complete and accurate information. Please read the background definitions carefully and then complete the questions below. If you have any questions, please contact Export Control at exportcontrol@uconn.edu. 
What is Fundamental Research?
For purposes of research conducted at The University of Connecticut, Fundamental Research is research that satisfies all of the following conditions: (i) it is conducted in science, engineering, or mathematics, (ii) the results ordinarily would be published and shared broadly within the research community, and (iii) the researchers have not accepted restrictions on publication of the research.
What is the Fundamental Research Exclusion (FRE)? 
The Fundamental Research Exclusion makes the export restrictions – including deemed export rules applicable to verbal or visual exchanges of controlled information with foreign persons in the United States – imposed by the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (“ITAR”) and/or the Export Administration Regulations (“EAR”), inapplicable to technology or software that (i) arises during, or results from, fundamental research and (ii) is intended to be published.
Fundamental Research subject to prepublication review is covered by the FRE so long as the prepublication review is conducted solely to ensure that publication would not compromise patent rights or divulge proprietary information provided by the sponsor of research.

What is NOT covered by the Fundamental Research Exclusion?
The FRE does not apply to materials or hardware produced during or as a result of Fundamental Research; it is strictly limited to technology and software (not including certain encryption source code).[footnoteRef:1]    For example, a research project may involve the development of a new piece of equipment.  The piece of equipment is not subject to the FRE and may be controlled for export by the EAR or ITAR.  The underlying technology, such as design specifications, technical drawings, or operation instructions, may be covered by the FRE if it meets the requirements specified above.  [1:  Technology is information necessary for the development, production, use, operation, installation, maintenance, repair, overhaul or refurbishing of an item and may be tangible or intangible (oral communications, drawings, written instruction, designs, photographs, etc.).  Software is a tangible collection of one or more sequences of instruction for carrying out a process in, or convertible to, a form executable by a computer. ] 

The FRE also does not apply to export-controlled technology or software that is used in the conduct of Fundamental Research, i.e., the inputs rather than the outputs.
The FRE also does not apply to technology or software that is the result of Fundamental Research if a researcher, institution, or company decides to maintain the results as restricted or proprietary; in this situation, the technology or software is no longer covered by the FRE and becomes subject to the normal export restrictions imposed by the ITAR and/or the EAR.
After reviewing the background information above, please complete the following questions:
	1. Does this research project involve research in science, engineering, or mathematics? Check all that apply:

 Science
 Engineering
 Mathematics
 Other ____________




	2. Are the results of this type of research ordinarily published and shared broadly with the research community? 
 Yes
 No


	3. Does this research project involve  any technology or software already in existence that has not been previously made available to the public?  For example, software or technology (such as blueprints or material specifications) provided by a research sponsor that is not published or otherwise publicly available?
 	
 Yes
 No


If YES, please describe the technology/software provided by the sponsor.  



	
Sponsored Research Agreements/Grants/Contracts


	4. Does the project involve sponsored research/grants/contracts?
 Yes
 No

If you answered NO, skip to Question 11.

If you answered YES, (i) attach copies of the sponsored research agreements/grants/contracts at issue; (ii) provide a brief description of the agreements/grants/contracts; and (iii) answer questions 5-10 below.


 

	5. Are there any clauses in the sponsorship agreements, grants or other contracts related to the research project that place restrictions on the dissemination of the results of the research?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.



	6. Have the sponsors requested by any other means (verbally or in writing) other restrictions on the dissemination of the results of this research?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.



	7. Have the sponsors indicated (verbally or in writing) whether any goods provided in support of this research are controlled for export by the Department of State – United States Munitions List (“USML”) or the Department of Commerce – Commerce Control List (“CCL”)?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify:



	8. Have the sponsors indicated (verbally or in writing) whether any technology or software provided in support of this research are controlled for export by the Department of State – United States Munitions List (“USML”) or the Department of Commerce – Commerce Control List (“CCL”)?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.




	9. Have you received any documents in connection with this research project that have been marked as controlled for export?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.



	10. Have the sponsors requested any restrictions on involvement by foreign nationals on this project? 

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify the country or countries effected?



	Additional Publication Restrictions

	11. Has the University placed any restrictions on the dissemination of the results of this research?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.


	12. As the PI, do you currently anticipate any restrictions on the dissemination of the results of this research that have not already been addressed in this questionnaire?

 Yes
 No

If YES, please specify.



	Technology Related to Controlled Items

	13. To your knowledge, does this project involve access to or use of items controlled for export (hardware, software or technology) by Department of State – United States Munitions List (“USML”) or the Department of Commerce – Commerce Control List (“CCL”)?

 Yes
 No [skip to Question 15]


	14. Does this research project involve access to information that is required (such as a manual, instructions or otherwise “know-how” )for the use of any such controlled items?  If YES, check all that apply.

 No
 Yes  operation,  installation (including on-site installation),  maintenance (checking)
 repair,  overhaul,  refurbishing


	Potential Military or Defense Implications


	15. Is this project sponsored by, or does it otherwise involve, a military or defense agency of the U.S. government (such as the Department of Defense or the U.S. Army) or a company operating in the defense industry (e.g. a U.S. military/defense contractor)?

 Yes
 No

If YES, provide the name of the agency or company and a brief description of their involvement in the project (to the extent not already provided above). 




	16. Is any equipment, software, or technology involved in the research designed for (or able to be modified for) military use or for use in outer space?

 Yes
 No

If YES, provide a brief, non-technical, explanation of the potential military use (or potential use in outer space).




	17. Could any of the equipment, software, or technology involved in the research be used in the development of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons? 

 Yes
 No

If YES, provide a brief, non-technical, explanation of the potential use.






Signature of PI:
Date:
1

