Updates to IRS Tax Reporting Threshold – 2026



Effective January 1, 2026, the IRS Tax Reporting Threshold for research participant payments has increased from $600 to $2000 per calendar year.  This means: 

· Form 1099 Requirement:  UConn Health and/or study Sponsors will issue a Form 1099 (Miscellaneous Income) to individuals who receive $2000 or more in research participant payments during a calendar year.  
· Taxable Income: All research payments remain taxable, regardless of amount.  The threshold only determines when a Form 1099 is issued.


The following guidance applies to studies under the oversight of the UConn / UConn Health IRB. Studies under the oversight of an external IRB should follow the instructions of the IRB of Record.


What action do studies need to take?  It depends on the study and enrollment status.

	Is the study paying participants?
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No action required
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	Are new participants being enrolled?
	
	Are there active participants?
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NO
Consent changes not required
	
	YES
Review 
Consent 
Guidance on p.2
	
	YES
Review Notification
Guidance on p.2
	
	NO
Notification not required


Is payment offered for participation in the study?  If no, no action is required.

For studies that pay participants, answer the following two questions: 
1. Is enrollment open to new participants? 
· No, go to question 2 regarding active subjects. 
· Yes - review consent guidance on page 2 to determine next steps.
2. Are there active participants in the study who are interacting with research personnel?
· No – no notification to consented participants is required
· Yes – review notification guidance on page 2 to determine next steps 

If your study paid participants, but enrollment has closed and no active subjects remain (i.e., the remaining research activity is limited to data analysis only, or does not include interaction with participants) - No action required.



Guidance on Consent and Participant Notification: 

Consent Form:
· Consent Form updates are NOT required if enrollment is permanently closed.
· Consent forms which previously indicated a $600 threshold must be updated to reflect new $2000 threshold. 
· Submit a revision to the approved ICF for IRB review and approval. 
· Reconsenting active participants to an updated ICF is not required. (see Notification guidance below)

Notification to Active Participants:
· Required in studies where participants are active and annual payments total $500 or more.  
· The IRB has developed a Template Communication sheet (see website) that can be used to communicate the change. The info sheet does not require IRB approval when the only changes are to fill in the IRB#, study title, and contact information. 
· Notification can be accomplished via one of these options:
· Option 1: Verbally notify participants of the change and document the notification in the study record. 
· Option 2: Use the IRB’s Template Communication Sheet (see website) re: IRS Reporting Threshold, add study information and provide to all active participants. Document the notification in the research record.
· Option 3: Submit a custom notification to the IRB for approval. Once approved, provide the notification to active participants. Document the notification in the research record.

If you have questions or are uncertain about what changes are required for your particular study, please contact the IRB.  irb@uchc.edu 
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